
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EXPO2020 Dubai 
Uniting water, energy and food 

 
 

The 35th Universal World Expo will be held in Dubai, in the United Arab Emirates, from 20 October 2020 to 10 April 2021. In keeping 

with the theme ‘Connecting Minds, Creating the Future’ a record-breaking 190 countries will present ideas, innovations and 
technologies with a strong link to the Sustainable Development Goals. Expo 2020 is expected to attract 25 million visits, with 70% 

likely to be international. This global platform offers Dutch organisations the opportunity to significantly raise their international 

profile among target groups from the business community as well as tourists.  
 

The World Expo provides a platform for the global community 

to share innovations and to engage in debates about the key 

issues facing the world today and in the future. The theme of the 

EXPO2020 Dubai is ‘Connecting Minds, Creating the Future’, a 

concept that is built around three pillars of ‘Mobility’, 

‘Sustainability’, and ‘Opportunity’.  

 

The Dutch pavilion at Expo2020 Dubai - located in the 

Sustainability thematic district - is an opportunity to showcase 

the innovative and sustainable solutions the Netherlands can 

provide in the areas of water, energy and food and specifically 

the links that connect them. Strengthening cooperation 

between the Netherlands and the Gulf region in these areas will 

also set the stage for further cooperation on other issues. 

DUTCH PARTICIPATION 
In 2015 the Netherlands’ exports of goods and services to the 

Gulf region amounted to more than €11 billion. For example, 

that exceeds the 2015 total Dutch exports to China (€10,7 

billion per year). UAE companies have shown a growing interest 

to explore opportunities in the Netherlands. Economic ties 

between the Netherlands, the UAE, and the rest of the Gulf 

region are strong. The Dutch government therefore decided, in 

February 2017, that the Netherlands will take part in the World 

EXPO2020 Dubai. 

 

The Expo2020 Dubai provides the Netherlands and Dutch 

companies with the opportunity to present itself to the UAE and 

the wider region both economically and culturally. It also 

provides a platform to discuss global challenges with partners 

from around the world.  

THE WATER, FOOD & ENERGY NEXUS  

After consultations with various Dutch businesses, knowledge 

institutions and governmental bodies, it was decided to choose 

‘Uniting water, energy and food’’ as the theme of the Dutch 

participation to the Expo2020 Dubai. 



 

The Gulf region is among the most water stressed areas in the 

world. At the same time, it is also one of the highest water 

consuming areas. Agriculture is by far the largest water 

consumer in the Gulf region, consuming around 85% of fresh 

water almost uniquely coming from non-renewable 

underground sources. As is the case in other countries in the 

region, water scarcity limits the UAE’s domestic food 

production. The UAE is therefore to import most of its food 

products. Nonetheless, the ambition to pursue domestic 

production remains.  

 

Today the majority of the government revenues in the region 

come from hydrocarbons. The UAE is making great efforts to 

diversify its economy and focus on energy efficient 

technologies. Combined with the UAE’s ambition to ensure its 

food security and its need for potable water, this creates many 

opportunities for cooperation in the water, energy and food 

sectors.  

 

Expo2020 Dubai offers an exciting opportunity to drive positive 

change. This is where the Netherlands is keen to contribute. By 

showcasing home-grown solutions that link the issues of water, 

energy and food – and by working closely with Gulf countries to 

develop sustainable solutions appropriate to their local 

ecosystems – we can use our innovation, knowledge and 

expertise to help the region create a greener, more sustainable 

future. 
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DUTCH MULTI-ANNUAL CAMPAIGN  

The Dutch government is mounting a long-term campaign 

entitled ‘Dutch Dubai: Dutch connection in the Gulf’ for the run-

up to Expo2020 Dubai. Before and during the event, businesses, 

knowledge institutions, civil society organisations and 

government bodies will work together to organise a wide range 

of activities. In the EXPO2020 participation the Netherlands will 

invest EUR 19,4 million. The central focus will be on the multi-

year strategy; ‘uniting water, energy and food’. The highlight of 

the campaign will be the Dutch pavilion. Besides attracting 

tourists, it will serve as a platform that brings businesses, 

knowledge institutions and government bodies together to 

think about solutions for the future. 

DUTCH PAVILION 

The Dutch pavilion at Expo2020 Dubai is an opportunity to 

showcase the innovative and sustainable solutions the 

Netherlands can provide in the areas of water, energy and food 

and specifically the links that connect them.  

 

The pavilion was designed in close collaboration between the 

Dutch firms V8 architects, Kossmann.dejong, Witteveen+Bos 

and the Swiss-based firm Expomobilia.  

 

 

CLIMATE-GENERATING PAVILION  

The Dutch pavilion features a circular climate system – a 

biotope, essentially – which provides visitors (tourists and 

businesspeople alike) with an intense sensory experience. The 

pavilion’s unique design gives visitors a powerful sense of the 

connection between water, energy and food.  

 

The Netherlands is also setting a sustainable example in terms 

of the building itself. Construction materials will be rented 

locally, eliminating the need to produce in the region or ship 

them from Europe. The interior, too, will consist only of rented 

materials. When the pavilion is dismantled, all materials will be 

returned or repurposed at a new destination in the UAE, so as to 

minimise its ecological footprint.  

 

More information around the Pavilion please view: 

 https://www.netherlandsworldwide.nl/latest/news/2018/12/09/design-
of-dutch-pavilion-dubai-expo-2020-unveiled 
 
 



 

 

PLATFORM FOR BUSINESSES  

The pavilion is a meeting place where businesses, knowledge 

institutions, government bodies and civil society organisations 

can come together to network, share knowledge and show what 

the Netherlands has to offer with respect to ‘Uniting Water, 

Energy and Food’. Given the international character of the 

EXPO, it serves as a global platform.  
The pavilion’s business lounges, exposition room and 

boardroom can be used to host business events. Both inside and 

outside the Dutch pavilion, the Netherlands offers 

opportunities for connecting supply and demand. The Pavilion 

can also be used to organize events of your company.  

 

Should you be interested to rent the pavilion facilities for 

corporate events during the EXPO2020 Dubai, please contact 

Daan Stoop (RVO) via DIO-EXPO2020@minbuza.nl. 

If you are interested in the programming of the Pavilion please 

contact Bram van Opijnen (BZ) via  

DIO-EXPO2020@minbuza.nl. 

 

 

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES OF EXPO2020 DUBAI 
The Expo2020 Dubai provides Dutch businesses and knowledge 

institutions across all sectors with the following opportunities: 

• Joining the Dutch programming of the EXPO  

• Dutch Pavilion Events 

• Organise your own event 

• Dutch Pavilion Partnership (in kind or cash) 

• To participate in tenders issued by the Emirati Expo 

organization; 

• To participate in tenders that are to be issued by the 

EXPO2020 Dubai project team; 

• To participate in the expo live competition; 

PROCUREMENT BY DUTCH PROJECT TEAM EXPO2020 DUBAI 

The Project team, responsible for the logistical preparations for 

the Dutch participation to the EXPO2020 Dubai, plans to put out 

several tenders ranging from the sponsoring to the exploitation 

of the pavilion. All tender documents will be published on 

www.tenderned.nl.  

 

Sponsor recruitment for Dutch pavilion has started  

Sponsors are now being recruited for the Dutch pavilion at the 

Expo2020  in Dubai. On behalf of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

the Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO.nl) is inviting Dutch 

organisations, businesses, and sector and industry associations 

to come up with an original sponsor proposal. Sponsorship will 

offer Dutch organisations the chance to raise their profile and 

expand their international network. Sponsor proposals must be 

submitted by Monday 18 February 2019 at the latest. 

 



 

 

PROCUREMENT BY EXPO2020 DUBAI ORGANIZATION 

The Expo organization has opened an extensive range of 

tenders, extending from large infrastructure and construction 

contracts to smaller retail contracts. All tenders can be found on 

the Expo2020 eSourcing portal: an online procurement system, 

which links all Expo related procurement operations and 

enables rapid deployment of tender opportunities openly and 

transparently to global businesses. A schedule of current 

procurement packages can be downloaded here as well. All 

businesses that want to be part of Expo2020 Dubai are 

encouraged to register at esource.expo2020dubai.ae. 

EXPO LIVE 

The Expo Live is an innovation and partnership program, 

launched by the official Expo2020 Dubai organization, to fund, 

accelerate and promote creative solutions to improve lives 

while preserving our world. With an allocated $100 million, 

Expo Live will deploy a combination of grants, challenge prizes 

and knowledge sharing events focused on the universal drivers 

of progress: mobility, opportunity and sustainability. Two Dutch 

companies have already been awarded a grant. To learn more 

about how you can get involved, please contact Expo2020 

Dubai at expo2020dubai.ae/expo-live.  

 

HOW CAN WE SUPPORT YOUR BUSINESS? 
The Dutch Project team EXPO2020 Dubai and the Consulate 

General of the Netherlands in Dubai offer support to businesses, 

knowledge institutions and other organizations that want to 

explore the opportunities of the Dubai Expo 2020. Our relations 

with the local government and the official Expo2020 

organization generate insights into latest developments in 

participation opportunities. For any enquiries about 

participating in Expo2020 Dubai do not hesitate to contact the 

Dutch  Project team Expo2020 Dubai via 

DIO-EXPO2020@minbuza.nl. 

USEFUL LINKS AND CONTACTS 
Official Dutch Expo2020 Dubai website 

E: www.DutchDubai.com 

W: www.DutchGulf.com 

 

FOLLOW US: Twitter, Instagram, FB 

#EXPO2020 #DutchDubai #DutchGulf 

 

Official Dubai World Expo 2020 website 

W expo2020dubai.ae  

 

Tenders of the government of the Netherlands 

W: www.tenderned.nl  

 

Contact Dutch Project team Expo2020 Dubai:  

E: DIO-EXPO2020@minbuza.nl 

 

Consulate General of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Dubai 

E: dba@minbuza.nl 

W: www.uae.nlembassy.org 

 

Expo Live 

W: expo2020dubai.ae/expo-live 

 

Expo 2020 eSourcing portal 

W: esource.expo2020dubai.ae  

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


